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British Medical Association. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
Wednesday, December 16th, 1925. 

A meEETING of the Council was held on Wednesday, | of the British Medical Association might wish to make. The 


December 16th, 1925, at the British Medical Association 
House, Tavistock Square, under the chairmanship of 
Dr. R. A. Boram. The members present were: 

Dr. H. B. Brackenbury (Chairman of Representative Body), Mr. 
N. Bishop Harman (Treasurer), Mr. J. Basil Hall (Past-President), 
Dr. O. O. Hawthorne (Deputy Chairman of Representative Body), 
Dr. G. A. Allan, Dr. J. Barcroft Anderson, Dr. T. Ridley Bailey, 
Surgeon Rear-Admiral Sir Percy Bassett-Smith, Dr. H. 8. Beadles, 
Dr. J. W. Bone, Dr. H. C. Bristowe, Dr. G. F. Buchan, Dr. H. G. 
Dain, Dr. J. S. Darling, Dr. C. E. Douglas, Mr. T. P. Dunhill, 
Mr. W. McAdam Eccles, Dr. D. E. Finlay, Dr. C. E. 5. Flemming, 
Dr. T. W. H. Garstang, Dr. F. J. Gomez, Dr. F. W. Goodbody, 
Dr. J. Giusani, Lieut.-Colonel C. B. Heald, Dr. R. Wallace Henry, 
Dr. G. B. Hillman, Dr. J. Hudson, Dr. R. Langdon-Down, Dr. 
E. K. Le Fleming, Dr. R. W. Leslie, Sir Richard Luce, M.P., Dr. 
A. Lyndon, Dr. R. A. Lyster, Dr. J. G. McCutcheon, Dr. 8. 
Morton Mackenzie, Major-General Sir William Macpherson, Dr. A. 
Manknell, Dr. J. C. Matthews, Dr. G. W. Miller, Dr. Hugh Miller, 
Dr. Christine Murrell, Lieut.-Colonel F. O’Kinealy, Dr. William 
Paterson, Dr. F. Radcliffe, Dr. Lockhart Stephens, Dr. John 
Stevens, Dr. W. E. Thomas, Dr. G. Clark Trotter, Dr. J. F. 
Walker. 

The Chairman reported that the letter he had sent in the 
name of the Association, conveying the Association's heartfelt 
sympathy and profound sorrow at the death of Queen 
Alexandra,! was transmitted to the Home Secretary, who 
had replied that he had laid it before the King, and had 
been commanded to convey to the Association His Majesty’s 
thanks for the message. 

The Chairman stated that since the last meeting a former 
member of Council had passed away in the person of Mr. E. J. 
Domville of Exeter. Mr. Domville was a very old and trusted 
friend; of all the people who did the Association good service 
in an unassuming and loyal way he was one of the best. 
(“ Hear, hear.’’) By a standing vote the Council directed that 
a message of condolence be sent to Mr. Domville’s family. 

The Chairman exhibited an inscribed silver jug of old French 
workmanship and very beautiful design which had been pre- 
sented for the President’s table by the South Australian Branch 
to commemorate the opening of the Association’s new House. 
The Chairman of the Branch (Dr. de Crespigny), in an 

- accompanying letter, expressed the hope that this piece of 
plate would help to hold in remembrance the loyalty and good- 
will of the members in Australia. It was agreed that a warm 
message of thanks be sent to the South Australian Branch. 


Royal Medico-Psychological Association's Draft Charter. 


The Council considered the draft of a charter of incorpora- | 


_ tion prayed for by the Royal Medico-Psychological Association. 
The draft was forwarded by direction of the Lord President 
of the Privy Council for any observations which the Council 
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Chairman stated that he had consulted the Chairman of the 
Medico-Political Committee (Dr. Bone) and Dr. Langdon-Down, 
neither of whom saw any reason for taking exception to the 
granting of the charter. 

Dr. Brackenbury called attention to some points in the draft 
charter. It was proposed to give the incorporated association 
power to take any medico-political action with regard to 
matters affecting the mental side of medical practice. It was 
therefore desirable that the Council should in due time consider 
the possibility of such an arrangement for co-operation in this 
other field as had already been entered into with the Society 
of Medical Officers of Health. 

A motion by Dr. Brackenbury was carried, that inquiries 
should be made as to whether the powers sought under one 
paragraph of the draft charter were intended to establish 
under the Royal Medico-Psychological Association a separate 
post-graduate qualification for medical men or/and the estab- 
lishment of a register which would be recognized by a State 
registration for mental nurses. 


Forthcoming Optical Convention. 
’ A communication was considered from the executive com- 
mittee of the Optical Convention, to be held in April next, 
asking the Association to give a donation or guarantee and 
thereby take up membership. Mr. McAdam Eccles thought 
that the Council should consider favourably anything likely 
tc enhance the prestige of British manufacturers in relation 
to medicine, and pointed out the great improvement made in 
British optical glass during and since the war, which redounded 
to the credit of the British manufacturer and his scientific 
experts. Dr. Wallace Henry said that he had a good deal 
of sympathy with what was proposed, but he did not quite 
see why the Association should support a British optical 
exhibition any more than a British steel exhibition, steel being 
used in surgery. Dr: Hawthorne said that the practical 
question was whether individual members of the Association 
would be inclined to make private contributions to any object 
for which a subsidy from the Association’s funds was asked, 
and if they would not he did not think that the Association’s 
funds should be drawn upon. 
It was agreed that no action be taken. 


Annual Meeting, 1926. 

The Section of Anaesthetics in the Annual Meeting at 
Nottingham next summer is to have an international character, 
the Associated Anaesthetists of the United States and Canada 
having agreed to make it the occasion of their own annual 
gathering. The Chairman of Council stated that he had learned 


that the selection as President of the Section of Dr. Samuel 
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Johnston of Toronto would meet with the hearty approval 
of American and Canadian anaesthetists, and Dr. Johnston 
had beem asked and had agreed to act. Dr. F. H. McMechan, 
secretary-gemeral of the Associated Anaesthetists, had alse con- 
sented to serve as Vice-President; Dr. Johnston, in the letter 
accepting his own appointment, stated that no one had done 
more for the advance of anaesthetics on the North American 
continent than Dr. McMechan. 

A unanimous request was considered from the Executive 
Committee of the Nottingham meeting that medical men from 
Austria and Germany might be invited to take part in the 
proceedings of the meeting, as it was felt that the signing 
of the Locarno Pact had removed all bars. The request was 
unatiimously and without discussion granted by the Council. 


The Assoeiation’s Library. 

Dr. Hawthorne, Chairman of the Science Committee, sub- 
witted certain proposals for the management and financial 
sontrol of the Library. His committee was ef opinion that 
the Library, which was im a state of development, and was 
ased by members in increasing numbers, should be rather a 
collection of books of practical service to members than a 
comprehensive organization to include every medical book 
published in this country. It was proposed that books no lenger 
of practical value and having no historieal interest should be 
discarded, and that authority should be given to spend up 
to £50 a quarter on the purchase of new books. He expressed 
indebtedness to the Editorial Department for its co-operation 
in the matter of obtaining new books. 

Dr. Wallace Henry hoped that in the sale of superfluous 
books members living in the provinces would be given an equal 
opportunity of purchase. 

The Treastrer; in supporting the Science Committee’s pro- 
posals, pointed out that there were in London certain libraries 
to which those could resort who desired to make investigations 
in special subjects relating to medicine. It was unnecessary 
for the Association to attempt to emulate all these, even as 
it was unnecessary to emulate the great national libraries like 
those of the British Museum and of the universities. The 
Association should concentrate on a strictly utilitarian library. 

The proposals of the Science Committee were agreed to. 

Dr. Bristowe urged that provincial members should be 
allowed to keep books borrowed from the library for a longer 
period. The period should be four weeks, though there might 
be an understanding that if the book was required by another 
member it should be returned within fourteen days. Dr. 
Walface Henry said that a similar feeling was expressed at 
the Secretaries’ Conference. Dr. Hawthorne thought it impor- 
tant that the librarian should have reasonable control over 
the books in the interests of members who used the library. 
The borrower, after the first fortnight, could keep the book for 
another fortnight by making application; and, for the benefit 
of provincial members, the committee had arranged that the 
fourteen days should date from the actual receipt of the book 


through the post. 


Brnest Hart Memorial Scholarship. 

Dr. Hawthorne next brought forward the question of the 
Ernest Hart Memorial Scholarship and the requirement that 
the scholar should devote himself to “some subject in the 
department of State Medicine.” It was a little difficult to 
defme what was meant by State Medicine, and the Science 
Committee thought it would be sufficient to require what was 
required im respect to the other research scholarships—namely, 
am imtention to conduct a research inquiry im some subject 
relating to the causation, treatment, or prevention of disease. 

Dr. Lyster asked that before this proposal was approved 
it might be referred to the Public Health Committee. He 
thought the requirement with regard to State Medicine might 
be worth retainmg. Dr. Buchan spoke in the same sense, and 
Dr. Hawthorne withdrew the proposal in order that the Public 
Health Committee might have an opportunity of considering 
the definition. . 

The British Pharmacopoeia. 

A letter was read from the General Medical Council asking 
for recommendations and suggestions relating to the contem- 
plated new edition of the British Pharmacopoeia. The Science 
Committee recommended that a reply be sent stating that while 
the invitation was appreciated it was felt that such service 
could only be undertaken on tha direction of a carefully 


selected expert committee, and the Council of the Asseciation 
did not feel warranted in incurrmg the expense and respensi- 
bility invelved. Dr. Clark Trotter thought that a bedy ef che 
standing of the British Medical Association should not lightly. 
decline this inyitation, and that from its own members, at 
heme and overseas, it could construct some valuable 


. contribution. 


The Chairman of Council made a statement with regard toe 
the conference of delegates from various medical, pharma. 
ceutical, and scientific societies which the General Medical 
Council is about to summon to consider questions arising out 
of the proposed revision,? and im view of this statement 
Dr, Hawthorne, on behalf of the Science Committee, withdrew 
the recommendation. 


The Therapeutic Substances Act. 

The Council appointed Dr. Hawthorne as the Association's 
representative on the Advisory Committee to be set up under 
the Therapeutic Substances Act, 1925. Dr. Brackenbury pointed 
out that this was the first Act relating to England and Wales 
—though net the first relating to Scotland—in which the British 
Medical Association received statutory recognition. 

The representative om this committee was directed to preseat 
the proposal—originally put forward by the Hendon Division 
to the last Representative Meeting, and referred to the Council— 
relating to the standard of purity of calf vaccine lymph. 


Post-Graduate Work. 

Dr. Morton Mackenzie asked what was happening with 
regard te the Post-Graduate Subcommittee, which he noticed 
had been reappointed. Dr. Hawthorne said that although the 
subcommittee had been reappointed it would be presumptuous 
for it te consider and put forward any scheme. in view of the 
fact that a Government committee, presided over by the 
Minister of Health, was now sitting, of which the Chairman of 
Council and Dr. Dain were members. The whole question wag 
obviously at present in the melting-pot. The Chairman of 
Council stated that the attitude of the Association and the 
place it ought to take in the final scheme were appreciated 
by the Government committee on post-graduate medical educa- 
tion, and the Association’s representatives on that committee 
might be relied upon to keep these questions to the fore. Dr. 
Flemming said that in addition to what might be called official 
post-graduate work, with which the Government committee was 
concerned, there was a good deal of voluntary post-graduate 
work which ought to be encouraged. 

Medical Charities. 

Dr. J. F. Walker imtroduced the report of the Charities 
Committee. He indicated the steps that had been taken te 
bring to the notice of members the objects of the British 
Medical Association Charities Trust Fund. On a suggestion 
from the Annual Panel Conference that the Insurance Acts 
Committee should arrange for organized support for the fund 
from every Panel Committee, his own committee (the Charities 
Committee) was heartily in favour of such a course; it believed, 
also, that much effective work could be done if each Division 
appointed a charities secretary to organize the collection of 
contributions and if each Branch organized a charities ecom- 
mittee, such committee to include the various divisional 
charities secretaries and the corresponding -representatives of 
the Panel Committees. 

Dr. Beadles thought it would be a mistake to set up another 
divisional secretary. If the secretary of the Division himself 
was not prepared to undertake the task, he did not think 
anybody else would do it. Dr. Brackenbury pointed out that 
it was by no means a necessity that a different individual 
should be appointed ; the proposal meant only that there should 
be in each Division some person who would make himself 
responsible for doing the best he could for this cause. He 
wished also to point out that among the funds to which money 
might be disbursed by the Association’s Charities Committee, 
or for which individual subscribers might earmark their con- 
tributions, was the Sir Charles Hastings Fund for immediate 
relief to members of the profession in distress. j 
- Dr. Hawthorne also thought that the Sir Charles Hastings 
Fund should be specifically mentioned. He supported the 
motion te create divisional secretaries, because this would give 
a definite place to collections for charity in the lecal machinery 
of the Association. 
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Dr. McCutcheon asked what would be the relation between 
the divisional charities secretaries and the local secretaries of 
the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund. Dr. Walker replied that 
this would be entirely a matter for amicable adjustment. 

It was agreed that each Division be asked to appoint a 
charities secretary, and that the organization of a charities 
committee be suggested to each Branch. Dr. Beadles pointed 
out the difficulty of Panel Committees as such making con- 
tributions; their voluntary funds were earmarked for the 
purpose of the Defence Trust. He did not think any purpose 
would be served by including representatives of Panel Com- 
mittees on the Branch charities committees. Dr. Brackenbury, 
on the other hand, argued that the presence of such representa- 
tives would be useful to prevent overlapping and dissipation 
of effort. He hoped that Panel Committee representatives 
would be included, though he agreed that in some areas it 
was possible that this would not mature. An amendment on 
this subject moved by Dr. Beadles was lost. 

A further resolution was agreed to, proposing to inform any 
body or individual forwarding earmarked contributions that the 
power exerted by the votes such contributions would carry 
would be very much greater if the central Charities Committee 
was able to deal with all applications for such votes; it would 
be an advantage if such votes, while held in the name of the 
body or person subscribing, should be placed at the disposal 
of the committee. 

[A leading article, commending the objects of the Association’s 
Charities Committee to the generosity of all members, appeared 
in the Journnat of December 26th, 1925, p. 1235.] 


Organization of the Association in India. 

Dr. Paterson, on behalf of the Dominions Committee, stated 
that the committee was of opinion that the organization of the 
Association in India called for very serious consideration, and 
was important enough to warrant the formation of a special 
committee, consisting of representatives of the Organization, 
Dominions, and Lee Commission Committees, together with the 
officers of the Association, with power to co-opt additional 
members, one of whom at least should be an Indian civil 
medical practitioner. The question was too big for one of the 
existing committees. 

Dr. Lyndon was of opinion that another course, proposed by 
the Organization Committee, was preferable—namely, that, at 
all events in the first instance, the question should be dealt 
with by representatives of the Dominions and Organization 


Committees conferring tegether. Dr. Morton Mackenzie also - 


was opposed to the setting up of more ad hoc committees. The 
Organization Committee had already dealt with the organiza- 
ion in Australia, it had tried to deal with the organization 

South Africa, and had carried through the Canadian affilia- 
tion. He thought it was quite well able to deal with the 
Indian situation, and in any case action could hardly be taken 
in India until the matters with which the Lee Commission was 
concerned were completed. Dr. Lyster also spoke in favour 
of the course proposed by the Organization Committee. Dr. 
Paterson pointed out that it was important that a committee 
should be in existence to determine the time when action would 
be most appropriate. His committee proposed to avail itself 
to the full of the experience of the Organization Committee in 
this maiter. 

The motion to appoint a special committee was agreed to, but 
instead of its reference being “ to consider the organization of 
the Association in India,”’ a phrase suggested by Dr. Bracken- 
bury was accepted, ‘‘ to consider the relations of the Association 
to the profession in India.”’ 


East African Medical Service. 

Dr. Paterson drew attention to the new regulations affecting 
the East African Medical Service, to which the Kenya and 
Zanzibar Branches objected. The Dominions Committee had 
found that the regulations in themselves did not conflict with 
the policy of the Association, but that the manner in which 
they had been put into force was open to the gravest objection, 
because it constituted a breach of faith with the present 
personnel of the service, whose working conditions been 
arbitrarily varied without compensation, and because, in spite 
of the general understanding between the Association and the 
responsible department, no attempt had been made to secure 
the Association’s advice or assistance. The matter was being 


energetically taken up by his committee, and the Secretary 


of State for the Colonies had been approached with a view to 
receiving a deputation to discuss the whole situation. 


The Causation of Puerperal Morbidity and Mortality. 

Dr. Bone, vice-chairman of the Committee on Causation of 
Puerperal Morbidity and Mortality, submitted the interim 
report, which it is hoped to publish in the Suprrementr of 
January 9th. He indicated that some difference of opinion 
had arisen with regard to a certain section of the preamble 
to the report. He explained that the chairman and the honorary 
secretary of the committee had, unfortunately, been prevented 
by illness from being present at the last meeting of the 
committee, and that therefore the preamble as submitted with 
the approval of the committee had not the concurrence of 
these two persons. After a discussion in connexion with the 
points of difference, it was agreed to give authority to the 
chairman of the committee (Sir Ewen Maclean), the vice- 
chairman’ (Dr. Bone), Dr. Brackenbury, and Dr. Douglas to 
discuss the matter and, if possible, arrive at an agreed 
paragraph. The main body of the report, subject to certain 
verbal rectifications, was approved. 

Dr. Bone then indicated the time-table of arrangements with 
régard to the report. The proposal was to forward a copy 
of the questionary at the end of the document to Division 
secretaries, with a request that the report be considered by the 
Divisions as early as possible and the questionary returned 
completed by the end of February. It was also proposed to 
call a special conference, probably in March, of representatives 
of the Ministry of Health, the Medical Research Council, the 
Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the Royal Society 
of Medicine, the Society of Medical Officers of Health, and 
possibly representatives of Divisions. Afterwards the report 
would be considered by the Council in the light of these 
discussions and be submitted to the Divisions and the Repre- 
sentative Body in the Council’s Annual Report. With regard 
to the conference, it was thought at first that each Division 
might be invited to send a representative, but the cost cf 
so doing would be very great, and now the idea was to have 
perhaps one representative for a group of Divisions, but tie 
conference altogether was at present only in the stage of 
tentative arrangement. 

Dr. Hugh Miller suggested that the questionary should not 
be sent to the Divisions, because in view of the difference in 
area and character of the Divisions there could be no common 
answer to some of the questions. 

Dr. Douglas stated that a special obstetric inquiry had been 
made by the Victorian Branch of the Association, with exceed- 
ingly valuable results. To omit the questionary would be to 
detract greatly from the value of the proposed inquiry. He 
desired to know whether the report as finally issued would 
be the report of the committee or of the conference. The 
bodies which it was proposed to summon to the conference 
would look at the question from a different point of view, and 
there might be a discrepant result, or the Association's point 
of view might be swamped by the combination. 

The Chairman said that the report, after leaving the con- 
ference, would be considered by the committee and by the 
Council. There was no fear of the Association’s view being 
swamped. - 

Dr. Brackenbury questioned whether it was desirable to 
have representatives of the Ministry of Health at the con- 
ference, and moved that they be not invited. Dr. Douglas 
hoped that this suggestion would not be adopted; for if there 
was one body they wanted to meet it was the Ministry of 
Health. Dr. Brackenbury’s amendment was lost, and the plan 
of procedure as proposed by the committee was 


Tests for Drunkenness. 

Dr. Bone, as chairman of the Medico-Political Committee, 
brought forward proposals for the constitution of the special 
committee on tests for drunkenness, the formation of which was 
approved by the Council at a previous meeting. It was agreed 
that the committee should consist of the four cx oficio officers 
of the Association, four representatives of the Medico-Political 
Committee (Dr. Fothergill, Mr. Turner, Sir Jenner Verrall, aud 
Dr. Bone), four representatives of the Association of Metro- 
politan Police Surgeons (Dr. P. B. Spurgin, Dr. A. RB. Moore, 
Dr. T. Rose, and Dr. W. J. Keats), one provincial police surgeon 
(if possible a police surgeon in Liverpool or Birmingham), two 
stipendiary magistrates (if possible Mr. Wilberforce of Mary- 
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lebone and Mr. Graham Campbell. of Bow Street), and two 
medical practitioners with special knowledge (Dr. Farquhar 
Buzzard and Sir William Willcox were suggested). On Dr. 
Heald’s suggestion it was agreed to include a medical be anal 
sentative of the services. 


Relations between Doctors and Pharmacists. 

Arising out of a letter from the secretary of the Retail 
Pharmacists’ Union, which stated that some of its members 
had complained of the dispensing of consultants’ prescriptions 
by general practitioners, the Council agreed to a form of reply, 
recommended by the Medico-Political Committee, that it was 
a legal right of medical practitioners to dispense, and that the 
Council could not admit that that right should be curtailed. 
The Pharmaceutical Society had also written with regard to the 
question of prescribing and dispensing under the Dangerous 
Drugs Regulations, and suggesting a discussion on the rela- 
tionship between medical practitioners and pharmacists and 
the respective functions which they performed. The reply 
agreed to by the Council was that the respective functions of 
doctors and chemists raised a wide question of policy which 
the Council at present was not prepared to discuss. 


Coroner’s Law and Death Certification. 

Dr. Bone reported that the Federation of Medical and 
Allied Services was preparing a Births and Deaths Registration 
Bill which had certain official support, and that it was 
believed that this bill would not deal with matters relating 
to coroners; further, that the Home Office, with the support 
of the Coroners’ Society, had prepared a Coroners Bill, and 
that in the circumstances the Medico-Political Committee did 
not think it necessary, at any rate for the present, that the 
Association should prepare a bill embodying its policy on 
these matters. 

The Council endorsed the view of the committee, and 
instructed it to endeavour to obtain amendments in the bills to 
meet the Association’s policy. 


Medical Bureaux in Teaching Centres.* 

Dr. Morton Mackenzie, for the Organization Committee, made 
a statement on certain negotiations which were still proceeding 
with regard to the formation of a bureau for the provision of 
locumtenents and assistants under the auspices of the Asso- 
ciation, in accordance with the resolutions of the last Annual 
Representative Meeting. He reported progress in these negotia- 
tions, and certain enabling resolutions were passed by the 
Council. 

Dr. Brackenbury moved that any agency so established should 
give some preferential treatment to members of the Associa- 
tion, and also, if possible, should make some differentiation in 
favour of young qualified medical men or women within four 
years of obtaining their qualification. Dr. Mackenzie said 
that he was quite ready to accept the first of these propositions, 
but he was doubtful about the second. He was, however, 
willing to accept this also if it was not mandatory. Dr. 
Brackenbury’s motion was agreed to, on the understanding that 
the latter part of it was not mandatory. 


Salaries of Poor Law Superintendents. 

Mr. Bishop Harman, on behalf of the chairman of the Public 
Health Committee (Dr. Ridley Bailey), who had had to leave 
earlier, moved the report of that committee. The first matter 
concerned the salaries of whole-time medical superintendents of 
Poor Law hospitals, a class of officers provision for whom was 
omitted during the negotiations with the Ministry of Health 
and with representative associations on salaries for public 
health appointments. The committee recommended that the 
Representative Body be asked to reaffirm its resolution of 1924, 
which set forth a scale of minimum commencing salaries in 
accordance with the number of assistants working under the 
superintendent. 

Dr. Brackenbury contended that it was not a reasonable thing 
to suggest that a medical officer’s salary, either in these circum- 
stances or in most others, should be fixed strictly in accordance 
with the number of assistants under him. Some other method 
of differentiation ought to be reached. A much more sensible 
one would be the size of the institution. It did not follow that 
the number of assistants would automatically rise with the 
number of beds in the institution. 

Dr. Buchan urged, on the other hand, that it was not 
unreasonable to contend that the responsibilities of any medical 
officer increased with the number. of. officers under him. He 


was, however, quite willmg to have the matter referred back, 
in order that Dr. Brackenbury (who had been prevented by the 
session of the General Medical Council from attending when 
the question was discussed) should have an opportunity of 


placing his views before the committee. 


The reference back was agreed to. 


Pathological Facilities Offered by a County Council. 

Discussion arose on a report that the Staffordshire County 
Council was offering a comprehensive pathological service for 
all classes of patients without restriction as to ability to pay. 
The Staffordshire Branch considered that many of the services 
offered did not come under the heading of public health 
pathological work, and asked the Council of the Association to 
take what action it deemed necessary to safeguard the private 
practitioners of pathology and the hospitals. The hospital 
authorities of the area had also protested. The Public 
Health Committee, however, was of opinion that the action of 
the county council was not a matter to which the Association 
could offer objection, and that it was in the hands of individual 
doctors to decide how far they would take advantage of the 
pathological facilities offered, and thereby prevent abuse of the 
system. 

Dr. Beadles said that it had to be recognized that some 
members of the profession were looking to the municipal 
authorities to do this work. 

Dr. Brackenbury said that the Association had made two 
pronouncements -with regard to pathological laboratories. In 
the pamphlet on the Ministry of Health, which had been 
approved by the Council and the Representative Body, it was 
stated that laboratories should be established in certain central 
places, and that the work of these laboratories should not be 
confined to work done on behalf of public authorities. In the 
evidence presented to the Royal Commission on National Health 
Insurance it was urged that special laboratories should not be 
established for insured persons alone, but that laboratories 
should be established and maintained under other auspices, 
and that a suitable contribution should be made to them from 
the National. Health Insurance Fund. Therefore it was open 
to the Council to express the view either that the county 
council should not in its laboratory undertake this work for 
outside people at all, or that if such work were undertaken 
poe charges should be made to the people for whom it was 
one. 
~ Dr. Manknell said that if a municipal authority was prepared 
to do all these things without charge it was placing itself in 
competition with the private practitioner who had to make 
a living. He did not think that objection should be made to 
the institution doing the work provided it made a proper 
charge. 

It was agreed to refer the matter to a special committee which 
had been set up to consider another question, that of the 
policy of the Association in regard to the work of the private 
practitioner in pathology and to pathological aaaaaananaes 
advertised by commercial firms. 


Organization in Scotland. 

Dr. Hugh Miller brought forward the report of the Scottish 
Committee, which asked for authorization to call a conference 
of honorary secretaries of Scottish Branches and Divisions 
to discuss questions of organization and propaganda. The 
authorization was given. Dr. Miller mentioned that it was pro- 
posed to establish in the Scottish House a collection of exhibits 
relating to Scottish medicine, and any contributions of this 
character would be gratefully received. 


Other Business. 

A memorandum was presented by the Treasurer on a pensions 
scheme for certain of the principal officials of the Association, 
and general approval. was given to the document, which was 
remitted to the Finance Committee for the necessary action. 
An arrangement of joint payments, by the official and by the 
Association, had been worked out on a satisfactory scale. It 
was proposed to make the new scheme optional for those at 
present in the Association’ s service, but compulsory for future 
officials. 

The Chairman made a “report on the provisional proposals 
for Poor Law reform prepared at the Ministry of Health for 
circulation to local authorities as a basis for consideration and 
discussion. It was agreed that a special committee to consider 
and report upon the effect of these sms on. the medical 
profession should be set up. 


er 
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On the report of the Ophthalmic Committee, Dr. Wallace 
Henry stated that the number of ophthalmic surgeons on the 
Association’s list willing to treat insured persons at a fee of 
one guinea was over 600, and additions and alterations were 
being made to the list almost daily. 

It was reported that the Medical Secretary, when last heard 
from, was in Johannesburg, and was entering with his usual 
enthusiasm upon the task for which he had gone to South 
Africa. [A note on Dr. Cox’s tour appears below. ] 

At the previous Council meeting a resolution was passed 
with regard to arrangements for obtaining the services of 
consultants at reduced rates, but was remitted to a committee 
for more precise drafting. The resolution as now brought 


forward and approved read as follows : ‘‘ That general arrange- 


ments with individual consultants for the acceptance of reduced 
fees for services rendered to members of the Association of 
Assistant Masters in Secondary Schools [the body which had 
applied for information on the subject] or similar bodies are 
unnecessary and undesirable.’ 

A recommendation to the Representative Body was agreed 
to expressing the view that it was inadvisable and improper 
tlat whole-time medical officers engaged in public health work 
should be required, without suitable extra remuneration, to 
undertake medico-legal or other duties not directly concerned 
with their duties as officials of local health authorities. 

The offer of Sir Edwin Lutyens to provide a portrait painted 
by Mr. William Nicholson to occupy the first of the discs on 
the walls of the Great Hall was regretfully declined, in view of 
the fact that the present financial commitments of the Associa- 
tion did not permit the Council te proceed with the preparation 
of the other portraits, and that it would be inappropriate to 
have only one disc filled. Sir Edwin Lutyens was cordially 
thanked for his generous offer. 

The Council agreed, for one year, to register two ‘‘ mono- 
marks ” for the Association and JournaL, B.M./B.M.A. and 
B.M./B.M.J. respectively. This was done in order to protect 
these letters, which might otherwise be used by other firms or 
bodies whose initials they represented. 

‘The reports of the Journal, Finance, Office, and Insurance 
Acts Committees were approved without discussion. 

The Council sat from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., with two brief 

intervals. 


British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


The Medical Secretary's Visit to South Africa. 
As already announced, the Medical Secretary, who left 
England on October 30th, arrived at Capetown on 
November 16th by s.s. Kildonan Castle. He was met on 
board by the President of the Cape of Good Hope (Western) 
Branch (Dr. C. H. Kriger), the Honorary Secretary of the 
Branch (Dr. A. Reith Fraser), and Mr. L. B. Goldschmidt, 
F.R.C.S., the Honorary Secretary of the South African 
Committee. In the name of the South African profession 
they extended a hearty welcome to Dr. Alfred Cox and 
also brought with them telegrams and letters of welcome 
from nearly every Branch in South Africa. Excellent 
arrangements for Dr. Cox’s convenience and comfort during 
his stay at Capetown were made by Dr. Kriger, Dr. Keith 
Fraser, Mr. Goldschmidt, and members of the South African 
Committee residing in Capetown, particularly Mr. Lindsay 
Sandes; and Dr. W. Darley-Hartley (Editor of the South 
African Medical Record) placed at the disposal of the 
Medical Secretary a wealth of valuable information as to 
the conditions obtaining in South Africa. The afternoon 
of the day of arrival was spent in discussing with the 
above mentioned local officers the general arrangements 
for the tour. A list of the various places proposed to 
be visited appeared in the SuprLEMENT of December 12th 
(p. 197). On the following day the Medical Secretary 
met at luncheon those members of the South African Com- 
mittee residing in Capetown, and members of the Branch 
Council the same evening at the annual dinner of the 
Branch. On the evening of Thursday, November 19th, he 
met, at a well attended meeting, the members of the Penin- 
sula Medical Society. On Friday, November 20th, Dr. Cox 
addressed another well attended meeting of the Branch, 


while on Saturday and Sunday, November 21st and 22nd, 
he visited Stellenbosch and Malmesbury, where he had an 
opportunity of speaking to practitioners who rarely find it 
possible to get into Capetown to attend the meetings of 
the Branch. Dr. Cox is to meet the Cape of Good Hope 
(Western) Branch at an ordinary meeting on his return 


‘to Capetown to say good-bye before sailing for home. A full 


report of Dr. Cox’s address on November 20th appears in 
the Medical Journal of South Africa of that month, together 
with appreciative editorial comment. The address is 
reported fully also in the South African Medical Record 
for November 28th. 

On November 23rd Dr. Cox left Capetown for the 
1,000-mile journey to Johannesburg, arriving there the 
following day. There he was met by Sir Spencer Lister 
of the South African Institute for Medical Research (Presi- 


dent of the Witwatersrand Branch), Mr. Max Greenberg, 


F.R.C.S.Ed. (Honorary Secretary of the Branch), Dr. E. P. 
Baumann (a late President of the Branch and a representa- 


tive of the Branch on the South African ne Beemeat’ Dr, 


J. J. Levin (a late Honorary Secretary of the Branch), and 
Dr. A. J. Orenstein, C.M.G. (Vice-President of the South 
African Committee), who he found were mainly responsible 
for the complete arrangements for his stay at Johannesburg. 
On November 25th, at lunch, he met the members of the 
Witwatersrand Branch Council, and in the evening the 
members of the Branch, while on the 26th he attended the 
annual dinner of the Branch at the Carlton Hotel, 
Johannesburg. The Governor-General of South Africa— 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Athlone—had intended to be 
present, but was unable to do so in view of the death of 
Queen Alexandra. The Administrator of the Transvaal, the 
Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr, attended and made a wonderful speech 
in replying to the toast of ‘‘ The Union of South Africa,”’ 
which was proposed by Dr. D. Campbell Watt (President of 
the South African Committee), who had travelled from 
Durban to attend the dinner and propose this toast. ‘‘ The 
British Medical Association ’’ was proposed by Sir Julius 
Jeppe, a prominent Johannesburg citizen, and responded to 
by the Medical Secretary, ‘‘ Our Guests ’’ being proposed by 
Dr. E. P. Baumann and responded to by His Worship the 
Mayor of Johannesburg (Councillor E. O. Leake). On 
November 27th Dr. Cox was the guest at a luncheon given 
in his honour at the Carlton Hotel by the Council of Educa- 
tion of Witwatersrand—an important voluntary body which 
is entrusted with the distribution of large sums of money 
to universities and other educational bodies in need. The 
luncheon was attended by leading members of the educa- 
tional and business world of the area, including the 
Principal of the Witwatersrand University, Sir William 
Thomson. 

The Medical Secretary has also addressed meetings of 
practitioners in the outlying districts of Johannesburg, 
every effort having been made to bring him into contact 
with as many practitioners as possible so that he may 
appreciate the circumstances of the varied kinds of practice. 
His spare time is filled up with social functions and visits 
to various notable institutions. On December 6th Dr. Cox 
left Johannesburg for Pretoria. 


Medical Charities, 

On the instruction of the Representative Body a British 
Medical Association Charities Committee has been formed 
the chief function of which is to direct the attention o 
members, through the machinery of the Association, to the 
financial and educational positions which arise as a resul 
of misfortune falling on members of the profession, an 
to appeal for contributions to meet those positions. The 
objects of this committee -were discussed in a leading 
article in last week’s Journat. Its appointment has 
followed a survey of the resources available for the relief 
of distress among medical men or their families who have 
fallen-on bad times and for the provision of educational 
facilities for children left without parental support. 
Existing benevolent organizations have undoubtedly done, 
and continue to do, good work, but they are greatly 
hampered by lack of funds. An appeal is therefore made 
to members of the profession to assist their less fortunate 
brethren by contributing as liberally as they are able to 
the Association’s Charities Fund in order that the come 
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ttee administering that fund may be in a position to 
Ip existing benevolent organizations—namely: ‘‘ Tho Sir 
harles Hastings Fund ”’ of the British Medical Associati 
e@ Royal Medical Benevolent Fund, the Royal Medical 
oundation of Epsom College, and the Royal Medical 
nevolent Fund Society of Ireland. Provision is made in 
form of application now being sent out to members for 
the annual subscription to the Association for 1926, whereby 
ntributions to the B.M.A. Charities Committee may be 
rwarded along with the subscription to the Association. 
making use of this, it is suggested that members should 
seco their contributions at the disposal of the committee, 
ugh they may earmark them for any particular fund if 
they So prefer, 


The British Medical Association Staff. 

e annual Christmas luncheon of the clerical and 
ting staffs of the British Medical Association took 
place in the staff luncheon room in the basement of the 
iation’s new House on December 23rd, when Mr. H. 
Peart, chairman of the Staff Committee, presided. Among 
the officials present were the Editor (Sir Dawson Williams), 
Deputy Medical Secretary (Dr. Anderson), the Financial 
Becretary (Mr. Ferris-Scott), the Assistant Editor (Dr. 
rner), the Assistant Medical Secretaries (Drs. Lord and 
Macpherson), the Intelligence Officer (Miss Lawrence), and 
Sub-editor (Dr. Griffin). Sir Dawson Williams congratu- 
the staff on the very considerable improvement in 
accommodation provided for the staff luncheon room. 
e referred to the various changes that had taken place 
{n the offices occupied- by the Association in his time, 
omg serene | in the move to the present beautiful house 
n Tavis Square. Speaking as the head of one of the 
artments, he said that one reason why it was a pleasure 
work for the Association was the very friendly co-opera- 
= spirit which prevailed throughout the staffs of the three 
artments. He expressed, on behalf of the staff, thanks 
4 the officers of the Association, and especially to the 
airman of Council (Dr. Bolam), for the great considera- 
tion paid to the requirements of the staff in establishing 
m in their new home. Mr. Ferris-Scott said it was 
roposed to extend the building, and he had no doubt they 
re also going to extend the Association. He considered 
is annual gathering a most excellent institution. Dr. 
derson read a message sent by Dr. Alfred Cox from 
uth Africa, wishing the staff a merry Christmas and 
bright New Year. He — Anderson) considered that 
J and at the officials should meet the 

at such annual gatherings, and thus foster th 
wship which 


: Operations in Isolation Hospitals, 

The Public Health Committee of the British Medical 
Association has had under consideration two cases in which 
medical officers to isolation hospitals had to call in surgeons 
in emergency to perform operations. In each instance the 
authority, when confronted with the surgeon’s account 
stated that it had no power to pay. ese decisions 
placed both the medical officer and surgeon in a very 
embarrassing position. The Committee is of opinion that 
the local authority is responsible for the surgeon’s fees in 
cases of this nature. Medical officers to isolation hospitals 
who are not in the habit of performing difficult surgical 
operations should take warning from what has happened 
elsewhere and do their best to get satisfactory arrange- 
ments made in anticipation, lest they should find them- 
selves in a similar difficulty. 


Subscriptions for 1926. 

Members of the British Medical Association are reminded 
that subscriptions fall due on January 1st in each year, and 
that if each member who receives an application for his or 
her subscription from the Head Office will send the amount 
to the Financial Secretary within the first week of the New 
Year the work of the office will be very considerably 
lightened. Members are also reminded of the claims of 
set Bey ‘ans reference is made above, and are asked 

eir hext payment a sum for th i 
B.M.A. Charities Fund. 


| 
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CHANGE OF NAME AND AREA OF PORT ELIZABETH 
BRANCH. 

NOTICE is hereby given to all concerned that the Council of 

the Association has confirmed the action of the South African 

Committee in changing the name of the Port Elizabeth Branch 

to ‘Cape of Good Hope Midlands ’’ Branch, and in defining 

the area of the Branch as made up of the following Districts : 


Port Elizabeth, Uitenhage, Uniondale, Humansdorp, 
Willowmore, Knysna, Jausenyille, Steytlersvilie, and 


Graaff-Reinet, 
BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


BrrmincHam Branca: Nuneaton TamwortH Drvision.—A 
meeting of the Nuneaton and Tamworth Division will be held at 
the Nuneaton General Hospital on, Wednesday, January 20th. 
Mr. Bernard G. Goodwin, F.R.C.S., will read a paper on some 
modern methods in the diagnosis and treatment of surgical diseases 
of the urinary system. 

BiruincHam Brancu: West Bromwicu Division.—The annual 
meeting of the West Bromwich Division will be held in Parish’s 
Restaurant, Lombard Street West, West Bromwich, on Tuesday, 


January Sth. Supper (5s.—exclusive of wines), 8.15 p.m. Business: 
Vote of condolence on the death of the chairman for 1925—Dr. 
R. W. Stocks; election of officers; review of the work of the past 


year by the chairman; programme for 1926; chairman’s address. 
Borpver Counties Branch: Dumrries anp Gattoway Divisrox.— 
The next meeting of the Dumfries and Galloway Division will be 
held in the Castle Douglas Cottage Hospital on Thursday, January 
14th, at 3.30 p.m., when, after the routine business, Dr. D. C, 
Welsh will demonstrate the newly installed z-ray apparatus and 
exhibit skiagrams and cases. Dr. Murray B. Stewart will read 
a paper on some modern methods of electrical treatment, and 
Mr. Lachlan, L.D.S., will demonstrate the Guy Ross gas and oxygen 
anaesthetic apparatus with cases. Tea will be provided. 
LaNcASHIRE AND CuEsuire Brancn : Hype Divisioy.—A meeting of 
the Hyde Division will be held in the Hyde Town Hall on Thurs- 
day, January 14th, at 4 p.m. Agenda: Report of the Executive 
Committee as to the esele of minimum commencing salaries for 
public health medical officers; and proposal that the Division should 
scent a resolution in connexion therewith pursuant to the Division 
ules, 
Merropoutitan Counties Brancn: City Divisioy.—A meeting of 
Division will be held at the Public Library, Holloway 


the Cit 
Road, N., on Tuesday, January 5ih, at 9.30 p.m. Lieut.-Colonel 
Spencer Mort will read a paper on interesting surgical cases in 


relation to general practice (with photographs). 

Merropouitan Countizs Brancu : Lewisuam Division.—A meeting 
of the Lewisham Division will be held at the Parish Rooms, 
St. Laurence Vicarage, Catford, on Tuesday, January 19th, at 
8.45 p.m. Dr. Harold Pritchard will read a paper on chronic 
infective processes. 


Miptanp Branco: CHEsTERFIELD Drivision.—A meeting of the 
Chesterfield Division: will be held at the Maternity Hospital, 
Chesterfield, on Friday, January 8th, at 8.15 p.m. Mr, A. M. 


Webber, F.R.C.S., honorary surgeon, Nottingham General Hospital, 
will give an address on pelvic pain in women. Tea and coffee at 8. 

Norts or Branco: Drvistox.—The 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Division is entertaining Dr. Bolam to dinner 
at the Central Station Hotel, Newcastle, on Wednesday, January 
13th, at 7.30 p.m. On the same afternoon the Division will hold @ 
reception at the College of Medicine, to which the final-year students 
are being invited, from 4 to 5.30. 

Norrs or Branca: Norta Divisiox.— 
A meeting of the North Northumberland Division will be heid at 
the Alnwick Infirmary on Thursday, January 14th, at 3 p.m., when 
an address will be delivered by Mr. John Clay, FR.C8. 

Oxrorp anD Reaping Branco: Oxrorp Dtvisron.—The following 

amme of anny + Hs the Oxford Division, to be held at the 
Radcliffe Infirmary, ord, on Wednesday afternoons 2.30, 
roni¢ 


has been arranged: January 27th—Dr. Letheby on he 
diarrhoea. March 24th—Mr. A. G. E. Sanctuary, M.A., adminis- 
trator, Radcliffe Infirmary: The development British hospitals 


on American lines; Dr. George Cathcart : The modern treatment of 
deafness. May 26th—Mr. OC. Max Page, D.S.O., F.R.C.8.: Some 
ints in the treatment of the commoner fractures. June 23rd—Mr. 
i J. Pegler, L-D.S. : Dental sepsis and its relation to other pathe- 
logical conditions; Mr. L. E, Barrington-Ward, F.R.C.S. : Common 
surgical emergencies in children. October 27th—Dr. Douglas 
McAlpine: A — on disease of the central nervous system. 
November 24th—Annual meeting. Clinical cases will also be shown 
and the subjects will be open for discussion. Tea will be provided. 
In addition to the above, the annual meeting of the ord and 
Reading Branch will be held at Reading on Friday, July 9h. In_ 
the morning the Collier Golf Cup will competed for, probably 
at Huntercombe. 

Sourn Wares anp Brance: Carpirr Divisiox.— 
A clinical meeting will be held i Cardiff Division in the 
Medical Unit Lecture Room, Cardiff Royal Infirmary, on Wednesday, 
January 20th, for short papers and clinical cases. 

Sours Waites ayp Brancn: Sovrn-West Wates 
Drvision.—A meeting of the South-West Wales Division will be 
held at the Carmart ire Infirmary on W. y, Jan 
at 3 p.m., when Professor A. J. Clark will give a British 
Association Lecture on recent advances im endocrinology. 
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Soutu-Western Braxcu : Torquay Division.—A dinner and dance 
will be held im the Torbay Hotel, Torquay, on January 7th. Invi- 
(ations have been sent te alt members and non-members m the area 
of the Division. Any members of the profession who may be in 
the neighbourhood on that date will be made welcome. Particulars 
may be had from the honorary secretary, Dr. Cameron Davidson, 
Avonleigh, Acadia Road, Torquay (’phone: Torquay 2728). 

Sourhern Branch: Portrsmoura Drvision.—A meeting of the 


supper at 9 precisely. 
bach _be presented by the Division for the Great Hall at 
British Medical Association will be on view. A dis- 
cussion on contraception will t place. Members desirous of 
attending the supper are asked to notify the chairman, Dr. A. 
Mearns Fraser, 3°. St. Ronan’s Road, Southsea, by January 4th. 


Surrey Brancu: Crorpon Diviston.—A meeting of the Croydon 
Division will be held at the Croydom General Hospital on 1 te 
January 26th, at 8.50 p.m., when Mr. Norman Patterson, F.R.C.S., 
will read @ paper on the more recent methods employed in the 
treatment of malignant disease of the upper air passages. 


Surrey Branch: Kuincstox-on-Emauzs Drivision.—A_ general 
meet. of the m-on-Thames Division will be held at Sur- 
biton Hospital om Tuesday, January Sth, at 8.45 p.m., when Mr. 
J. G. Turner, F.R.C.S., will give a lecture on dental sepsis. This 
is the first_oceasiow on which a dental surgeon has lectured te the 
Division. Members are asked to bring it to the notice of their 
dental friends, whe will receive a cordial welcome. 


Surrey Branco: Reicate Diviston.—At the meeting of the 
Reigate Division to be held at the East Hospital, Rei 
on Tuesday, January 12th, at 8.45 p.m., Sir Henry Gauvain 
paper on conservative treatment im non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 


YorxksHirE BrancH: Braprorp Drvisron.—A supper dance will 
be held by the Bradford Division at the Midland Hotel, Bradford, 
om Tuesday, January 26th. 


Yorxsuire Braxcn : Dewssury Drviston.—A meeting of the Dews- 
bury Division will be held in the Man and Saddle Restaurant, 
Dewsbury, on Tuesday, January 12th, at 8.15 p.m. Dr. W. Fletcher 
Shaw (Manchester) will read a paper on chronic pelvic pain. 

Branch: Wakerre.D, Ponrerract, AND CASTLEFORD 
Divrston.—The next meeting of the Wakefield, Pontefract, and 
Castleford Division will be held at the Bull Restaurant, Wakefield, 
on Thursday evening, January 14th, when an address on law and 
medicine will be given, at 8.30 p.m., by Mr. T. Lister Croft, LL.B., 
soliertor, of Wakefield. The lecture will be preeeded by supper at 
7.45, Al members of the medical profession in the area of the 
Division are imvited, and they are at liberty to bring with them 
legal friends. 


Meetings sf Branches and Bivisions. 


Sussex Brancn : BrrcHrow Drvtstow. 
th at the Lady Chichester Hospital (for Women ildren) for 
chair was taken Dr. 


and curious gait. Dr. Broadbent 


Dr, Nora Crow skewed a case of functional disturbance of gait 
and hysteria, where the patient walked with much di and 
unsteadiness but danced with great ease. The patient herself 
demonstrated walking and dan , the latter equally well with 
and without music. Dr. Crow also a case of post-ence itis 
with Parkinsonian syndrome whom she had treated with hyoscine 
for the past eight months. The girl, aged 24, could now do a little 
sewing; salivation had markedly decreased and speech was less 
laboured ; she was now able to dress herself and was sleeping better. 

Dr. Pricg showed a case of functional distur e of 
gait in a patient whom _« rays showed to have a congenital mal- 
formation of caecum. The ascending colon was abnormally long, 
the caecum dilated, and the aseendmg colon -seemed fixed to the 
first part of the transverse colon. The patient was steady when 
absolutely erect, but the slightest movement otherwise caused over- 
balancing. possibility of sepsis from the caecum in con- 
tributing to the general condition was considered, but as the patient 
was 53 years of age operative treatment was not advised. 


Metropouitan Counties Brancn: Lewisuam Drvisron. 
A westrye of the Lewisham Division was held on December 15th at 
the South-Eastern Children’s Hospital, Sydenham, when Dr. R. 
Gopwin Cuase was in the chair. 


Dr. Stewart showed : (1) A boy who had broken his tibia and fibula 


 tramsference of their 


on September 26th; it was reduced and put up in a back splint 
with perfect anatomical and functional result. (2) A girl with 
fracture of left radius; the head of the radius was removed thirteen 
days after the accident, and the arm put up in flexed position. The 
functional result was.perfect. (3) A bey who sustained a Colles 
fracture. (4) A boy the end of whose humerus had been detached. 

Dr. CHarsisy showed a case of diabetes in a boy aged 10. He 
yee admitted in a Comatose condition and givem immediately 
0 units of insulin. No was present at first, and he was 


, ons ated. He was emaciated, his weight being 3 st. 33 fh. Later 
e 


had an attack ef hypoglycaemia, bemg very pale and cold, the 
poms were dilated and unequal, he was comatose, with rapid pulse, 
eyne-Stokes breathing developed, and he had muscular tremers. 
Dr. Cuase described the case of a lady suffering from pernicious 
anaemia. Prominent. symptoms were and breathlessness. 
The usual intestinal antiseptics, silver, dimol, and salel 
were administered without appreciable benefit, but four doses of 
antistreptoceccic serum, given at six-day intervals, put her right. 


Aational Insurance, 


THE FUTURE OF INSURANCE COMMITTEES. 

In view of certain evidence which has been tendered to the 
Royal Commission, and which might lead the Commission te 
recommend the lition of Insurance Committees and the 
powers and duties to local authorities, 
the Cheshire Insurance Committee, at a special meeting on 
December 16th, 1925, passed a series of resolutions strongly 
deprecating any such proposal. 


The evidence to which exception was taken was that of Sir 
William Glyn-Jones, who appeared before the Commission on 
November 5th and 6th to speak on the powers and duiies 
of Insurance Committees and the limited field of work open to 
them under the conditions of the insurance scheme as it has now 
developed. The Cheshire Insurance Committee is constrained to 
pomt out that Sir William Glyn-Jones’s statement, so far as it 
relates to the Middlesex Insuranee Commitiee, cannot m any 
way be accepted as illustrative or ical of the work of Insuramce 
Committees generally throughout the country. On the contrary, 
his eviderrce would rather suggest a failure on the rt of ome 
individual committee to appreciate its powers and duties under 
the Act. In the early years of national health insurance, Insurance 
Committees were largely instrumental in the satisfactory —s 
of many of the gravest problems connected with the scheme, 
Cheshire that they have shown themselves 
fitted for the administration of the extensions of medical 
which are foreshadowed. Cheshire also that, masmuch as 
the cost of medical and other benefits is met out of contribu 

yable under the Acts and is restricted to insured persons, 
aot authorities have no just claim to a controlling voice in 
administration, and that it is unlikely that the transference © 
the duties to loeal authorities would result in greater ¢ 
or any saving in administration costs. It is contended tlt t 
administration of nationa} health insurance, which is cont 
related to approved societies, the medical profession, and t 
chemists, demands a body whieh is something more than 
committee of the local nae vee a minority of co-opt 
members. Undue emphasis has laid om the routine nature 
of some of the work ef Insurance Committees; ihe same criticiom 
would y to committees of local authorities. 


Until the whole scheme of local govermment has been imvesti- 
gated a Royal Commission, the Cheshire Committee pledges 
itself te resist b to a 
Insurance i or subordinate to authorities. 


faval and Military Appointments. 


P. L. Gresons to the President, additional! fer three 
D. Mackintosh lent to New Zealand 


Surgeon Lieutenant (short service) R. L. G. Proctor has transferred to 

the permenent list. 
Royal Navat VOLUNTEER Reserve. 

Probationary Surgeen Lieutenant R. BErskime Gray to the Roya 
Sovereign for fourteen days’ training. 

Messrs. H. G. Ungiey, W. F. Cross, and D. 8. Buchanan have entered 
as probationary Surgeon Subli and attached to the Tyne Division. 

Probationary Surgeon Sublieutenant H, M. Willoughby to be Surgeen 
Sublieutenant. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDFOAL CORPS. ; 
Lieut.-Colonel R. N. Hunt, D.S.O., half-pay list, late R.A.BLC., retires on 
account of ill health. * 


EB., to Headquart Trak 
dron Leader P. T. Rutherf O.B.E., ers, Trak; 
T. J. Kelly, M.C., te No. 5 Group arters, Kenley. ne 
Flight Lieutenant Guy Kinneir ts transferred to the Reserve, Class I 
Flying Officers E. A. Aslett to R.A.F. Hospital, Halton; H. M. Levy to 
R.A.F. Depot. 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
i, he age limit of liability te 
jeut.-Colonel F. E. Bissell, having attained the age of liabi 
to the Reserve of Officers, 
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8 Jan. 2, 1926) Association intelligence and Diary. Berrien Jounnas 
= 
West Kent MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL Society, Miller General Hospital, Greenwich 
VACANCIES. SE—Fri., 8.4 p.m., Clinical ‘Evening. , 
J EDICAL Society, Beaumont House, Plymouth.—-Tues, 
Barrow-1x-Furness County Boroven.—Assistant Medical Officer of Hea Dr. A. T, Nankivell ; Public Health Services in Plymouth,” P-Eing 


and Assistant Tuberculosis Officer. Salary £600 per annum. — 

Beprorp County HospitaL.—Assistant House-Surgeon (unmarried, male). 
Salary at the rate of £130 per annum. , Q , 
BirMinGHaM General HospitaL.—Medical Registrar and Resident Medical 

Officer. Salary £155 per annum. 

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND Eye HospitaL.—Resident Surgical Officer. Salary 
£150 per annum. 
CANTERBURY : KENT AND CANTERBURY HospPitaL.—Third Resident Medical 

Officer. Salary £125 per annum. 
Dersy : DERBYSHIRE ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Ophthalmic House-Surgeon. Salary 
‘ Tr annum, 
East Sussex County Menta, Hospitat, Hellingly.—Pathologist. 
per annum, 
Gorpon HospitaL, Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W.—Anaesthetist. Honorarium 
per annum. 
HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND Diskases OF THE CHEST, Brompton, S.W.3.— 
House-Physician. Honorarium £50 for six months. 
: Victoria HosritaL.—Resident Medica! Officer. Salary at the 
rate of £180 per annum. 
Lonpon County CounciL.—Assistant Medical Officer (male) in the mental 
hospitals service. Salary £300 per annum, rising to £400, also at 
present temporary addition making total commencing remuneration 


Salary 


about £432 a year. 

Lonpon Fever Hospitat, Islington, N.1.—Senior Resident Medical Officer. 
Salary £500 per annum. 

Lonpon Lock HospitaL.—(1) Honorary Physician. (2) Honorary Surgeon 
to Out-patients. 

LONDON UNIVERSITY.—University Professor of Obstetric Medicine and 
Director of the Obstetric Unit at University College Hospital. Salary 


£2,000 a year. 

Marpstons: West Kent GeNerAL HospitaL.—House-Surgeon (male). Salary 
at the rate of £220 per annum. ; 

MANOHESTER EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—Assistant School Medical Officer (male). 
Salary £600 per annum, rising to £750. 

MANCHESTER HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THE THROAT AND 


Cuest.—Resident Medical Officer at the In-patient Department, Bowdon. - 


Salary £200 per annum. 

Mrppiesex. HospitaL, W.1.—Two Assistant Radiologists. Salary £100 per 
annum. 

PtymMoutH County BorouGH.—Resident Medical Officer of the Didworthy 
Sanatorium, Salary £600 per annum. 

RoyaL Free Hospitat, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1.—Second House-Physician. 

SOUTHPORT CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL AND Sea BarHING INFIRMARY.—Resident 
Medical Superintendent. Salary £600 per annum. 

Straits SETTLEMENTS GOVERNMENT COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, Singapore.—(1) 
Professor of Biology. (2) Professor of Biochemistry. Salary in each 
case $850 to $1,000 per mensem, rising by annual increments of $30 per 
mensem (£1,190—42—£1,400 per annum), with temporary allowance of 
10 per cent. of salary to unmarried and 20 per cent. to married officers. 

SupDAN MeEpicaL Service.—Four Medical Officers. Pay commences £E.720 
a year, rising to £E.1,200 after thirteen years’ service. 

UNITED SERVices FuND.—Resident Assistant Medical Officer at Heatherwood 
Hospital, Ascot. Salary £300 per annum. 

bat HosPitaL, Hammersmith Road, W.6.—Honorary Obstetric 

gistrar. 

WOLVERHAMPTON AND STAFFORDSHIRE Hospitat.—Resident Surgical Officer. 
Salary £250 per annum. 


CERTIFYING Factory SuRGEONS.—The following vacant appointments for 
Certifying Facto en are announced: Tunbridge Wells (Kent), 
. Dover (Kent), Loftus (Yorks, North Riding). Applications to the Chief 
Inspector of Factories, 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be reccived not later than the first 
post on Tuesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Cummine, W. Melrose, M.B., Ch.B.St. And., D.P.H., Senior Assistant 
Medical Officer at Grove Park Hospital for Tuberculosis under the 
ones, H, Travers, M.B., B:S., D.P.M.Lond., Medical Superintendent t 
Cambridge County Mental Hospital, Fulbourn. 
. D. 8. Broo! -B., D.P.H.Lon asua urgica r: Mi 
H. Elmitt, M.B., B.S.Lond. 
LIVERPOOL AND DistTRICT HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE FIEART.—Honorary 
Consulting Bacteriologist: Professor J. M. Beattie, M.D, Honorary 
Assistant Physician: Andrew ©. Crawford, M.B., -D.T.M., . D.P.H. 
Honorary Pathologist: William Howel Evans, M.B. Honorary Dental 
Surgeon: A. W. Backwell Fenn, L.D.S. Honorary Physician, Children’s 
Department: A. Dingwall Fordyce, M.D., ROPE. Honorary 
er Jones, F.R.C.S. Honorary Laryngologist: P. W. Leathart. 
B.Ch. Honorary. Radiographer: ram, M.D., 


Honora Consulting Gynaecologist 
FRC g9 Gynaecolog A. Leyland Robinson, 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. 

action urgery.— +» 8. .m.; Discussion : ical- T i 

«duodenal Ulcer. Opener’ : Mr, A. 8 
ection 0 stetrics and Gynaecoloyy.—Thurs, -m., Specimens by Mr. 
T. G. Stevens (President): (1) Carneous Mole months 
in utero; (2) Two Unusual Cases of Ovarian Tumours. Dr. G. E, 
Gibberd ; Obstructed Labour due to Conjointed Twins. - Dr. Wilfred 

: Shaw: Krukenberg Tumours of the Ovaries. o 

Clinical Section.—Fri., 5 p.m. 

Sections of Ophthalmology-and Laryngology.—Fri., 8 p.m., Cases. 8.30 p.m., 

' Discussion ; Optic Neuritis in its Relation to Sinusitis. Speakers: Mr. 
BA D. Davis, Dr. Logan Turner, Mr. Stephen Mayou, Mr. Foster 
view on the afternoons of January 7th and 8th. - 


RontGen Socrery, 32, Welbeck Street, W.1.—Tues., 8.15 p.m., Papers :— 
Dr. G. W. C. Koza; (a) Combined X-ray, Tube and em Pum Unit; 
b) Present Position of Industrial Uses of ¥ Rays. Mr. A. F. Dufton: 
asurement of Radium during Radio-active Growth. 


Consulting Surgeon: } 27 Wed. 


A selection of specimens from the Onodi Collection will be on - 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND Post-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
1, Wimpole Street, W.1—West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, 
73, Welbeck Street: At 6 p.m., Special course on Nervous Diseases, 
Mon., Pathology of the Cerebro-spinal Fluid. Tues., Reflexes in Health 
and Disease. Wed., Examination of the Eye in Nervous Diseases. 
Thurs., Orthopaedic Aspects of Nervous Disease. Fri., The Auditory 
Apparatus in Nervous Disease. (The first demonstration alone will be 
given at the In-patient Department, Gloucester Gate, Regent’s Park.} 
Bethlem Royal Hospital, 8.E.: Lecture demonstrations in Psychological 
Medicine, at 11 a.m, Tues., Diagnosis and Symptomatology of Mental 
Diseases. Sat., Psychoneuroses, 

MANCHESTER : St. MaRy’s Hospitats (Whitworth Street West Branch).—Fri., 
4.30 p.m., The Development of Vaginal Operations for Genital Prolapse. 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSB, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1. 


Departments. 
“SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Businese 
: Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westcent, London). 
MEDICAL SECRETARY Wrelegreme : Medisecra Westcent, London). 
Medical Journal (Telegrams; Aitiology Westcent, 
ndon). 
Telephone numbers of British Medical Association and British Medical 
9861, 9862, 9863, 9864 (internal exchange, 
our lines 


Scottisu. MeDicaL Secretary: 6, Gardens, Edinburgh. (Tele 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 1 Central.) 
MepicaL Secretary: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams; Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4757 Dublin.) 
Diary of the Association. 
JANUARY. 
se Naval and Military Committee, Special Meeting, 
p.m. 
City Division: Public Library, Holloway Road. Lieut.-Colonel 
Spencer Mort on Interesting Surgical Cases, 9.30 p.m. 
Kingston-on-Thames Division: Surbiton Hospital. Mr. J. G, 
Turner on Dental Sepsis, 8.45 p.m. : 
West Bromwich Division: Annual Meeting, Parish’s Restaurant, 
West Bromwich. Supper, 8.15 p.m. 
7 Thurs. Portsmouth Division: Queen’s Hotel, Southsea, 9.30 p.m., pre- 
ceded by Supper, 9 p.m. 
Torquay Division: Dinner and Dance, Torbay Hotel, Torquay. 


5 Tues. 


8 Fri. Chesterfield Division: Maternity Hospital, Chesterfield. Mr. 
A. M. Webber on Pelvic Pain in Women, 8.15 p.m. 
12 Tues. Dewsbury Division: Man and Saddle Restaurant, Dewsbury. 
Dr. W. Fletcher Shaw on Chronic Pelvic Pain, 8.15 p.m. 
Reigate Division: East Surrey Hospital, Reigate. Sir H. 
Gauyain on Conservative Treatment in Non-pulmonary 
Tubertulosis, 8.45 p.m. 
13 Wed. London: Propaganda Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Division: Central Station Hotel, New- 


castle. Dinner to Dr. Bolam, 7.30 p.m. . Reception at the 
College of Medicine to Final-year Students, 4 to 5.30 p.m. 

South-West Wales Division: Carmarthenshire Infirmary. 
B.M.A. Lecture by Professor A. J, Clark: Recent Advances 
in Endocrinology, 3 p.m. 

14 Thurs. Dumfries and Galloway Division: Castle Douglas Cottage 
Hospital, 3.30 p.m. 

Hyde Division: Hyde Town Hall, 4 p.m. 

North Northumberland Division: Alnwick Infirmary. Address 
by Mr. John Clay, 3 p.m. 

Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford Division : Bull Restaurant, 
Wakefield. Mr. T. Lister Croft, LL.B., on Law and Medicine, 
8.30 p.m. ; supper, 7.45. 

Lewisham Division: St. Laurence Vicarage, Catford. Dr, 
Harold Pritchard on Chronic Infective Processes, 8.45 p.m. 

London : Hospitals Committee, 2.15 

Cardiff Division : Clinical Meeting, Cardiff Royal Infirmary. 

. Nuneaton and Tamworth Division : Nuneaton General Hospital. 
i Mr. Bernard G. Goodwin on Surgical Diseases of the Urinary 
System. 

London: Joint Medico-Political and Public Health Committees 
on Factory Medical Service, 11.30 a.m. 

Bradford Division: Supper Dance, Midland Hotel, Bradford. 

Croydon Division: Croydon General Hospital. Mr. Norman 
Patterson on Recent Methods in the Treatment of Malignant 
Disease of the bf or Air Passages, 8.30 p.m. 

Oxford Division: Radcliffe Infirmary, Dr. Letheby Tidy on 

Chronic Diarrhoea, 2.30 p.m. 
28 - Thurs. London : Insurance Acts Committee, 12 noon. 


_ BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
The charge for inserting announcement of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post’'on Tuesday morning, in order to 


ensure insertion in the current issue. 
BIRTH. 


19 Tues. 


26 Tues. 


“Rer.—On December 24th, 1925, at Burntwood County Mental Hospital, 


‘Lichfield, Staffs, to Dr. and Mrs. William Reid, a son. 


MARRIAGE, 
PoweLtt—McCutiacH.—At University Road Methodist Church, Belfast, b 
“the Rev. B. G. East, assisted by the Rev. K. I. Good, on December Brd, 
1925, Abraham Thomas-Watkin Powell, M.C., M.B., D.P.H., of Bury St. 
Edmunds, only son of Mr. T. W. Powell, J.P., of Awelfor, Aberystwyth 
* to Doroth ary McCullagh, L.R.C.P.Edin., L.D.S., only daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs.-S. W. McCullagh of Roselands, Rosetta Park, Belfast. 


DEATH. 


Bow.es.—On 21st, 1925, at Park View,’’ Lascelles Terrace, 
Eastbourne, of sudden heart failure, Alfred Bowles, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
aged 834 years, beloved husband of A.. Roff. Bowles. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association, at their Office, Tavistock Square, in the Parish of St. Paacras, in the County of London. 


